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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 
www.eastgrinsteadsociety.org  

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its 
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being 
to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are 
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, walks and visits. It produces this Bulletin of articles of 
local interest and a Newsletter twice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was 
well received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and 
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and promotes citizenship education in local 
schools. It has held exhibitions, planted trees, restored the churchyard railings and martyrs' memorial, 
and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street. It has also produced surveys of 
trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of victims of enemy action 
in Mount Noddy cemetery (now superseded) and historical guide-maps in the High Street, and 
presented seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has 
published a book of reminiscences, sets of postcards reproducing old photographs, three town trails 
(one of them also in French and German) and leaflets on the local martyrs and on Mount Noddy and 
Moat Pond. With the Town Council it established the now independent Town Museum. 

The Society is a registered charity (no.257870) and belongs to the Federation of Sussex Amenity 
Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion; the 
larger the membership the greater the influence. Membership forms are on the website or obtainable 
from 7 Durkins Road, East Grinstead, RH19 2ER. The subscription is £10 p.a. By signing a Gift Aid 
form standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value at no cost to themselves. Persons wishing 
only to receive the Bulletin can do so at a the newly reduced rate of £4 per calendar year, payable in 
advance to the Editor (address on cover). 

PRESIDENT Mrs M. COLLINS, D.L. 

OFFICERS, 2012-13 

CHAIRMAN N.J. BEALE, B.A., F.C.A. 
VICE-CHAIRMAN R. MAYNARD 
HON. TREASURER M.R. LYONS 

HON. SECRETARY vacant 
EDITOR OF BULLETIN M.J. LEPPARD, M.A. 

Contributions for the Bulletin to the Editor, through whom permission must be sought to reproduce any 
contents. Unattributed contributions are from the Editor or officers. Attributed opinions are not 
necessarily anyone's but their author's. 

BACK NUMBERS OF BULLETINS from the Editor: single copies £1 + postage (3 second-class stamps 
acceptable); more than one copy £1 each, post free; set of all issues in print (88) £20 (to be collected by 
arrangement after payment). There is a waiting list for out-of-print issues. Unwanted back-numbers (even 
damaged or defective) are always welcome for re-sale. A list of principal contents is on the website. 

2 



3 

THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	 No.111 (Spring 2014) 

EDITORIAL 

In view of the drying up of demand for back-numbers of the Newsletter, the Society's officers and your 
editor have agreed that copies shall no longer be retained and that articles in them of permanent interest 
shall be republished in the Bulletin. Accordingly we print, as a first instalment, the late Ray Gatland's 
1995 reminiscences of spending his whole working life in our Post Office (pp.14-16 below). A set of 
back-numbers is preserved in our archive and there are publicly accessible reference sets in the public 
library and Town Museum research room as well as elsewhere further afield. 

Back-numbers of the Bulletin remain available on the same terms as before: see the foot of p.2. A 
waiting list for out-of-print issues is still maintained but us overdue for revision. Those who would still 
like to receive any numbers they asked for long ago are requested to inform the editor accordingly. 

COVER PICTURE: The arms of the house of de Aquila (the Eagle), lords of the Rape of Pevensey, 
which included the Hundred of East Grinstead. Gilbert de Aquila has persuasively been argued to have 
been the founder of the Borough of East Grinstead in the early 13th-century (see Bulletin 19). 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Newsletter 44 (January 1989) printed the committee's response to 
the bypass proposals set out in two recent exhibitions. A majority favoured the blue route, a minority 
the orange. For lack of funding, however, `the only valid option would be ... a combined bypass and 
Imberhorne Farm development', whose infrastructure would be `of paramount importance'. Our new 
chairman, the historian of costume and architecture Mrs Doreen Yarwood, was profiled. Our twentieth 
anniversary was marked by a temporary exhibition in the Town Museum but the celebratory project, an 
illustrated map in the town centre, could not be afforded. Membership had dropped to 186 and a charge 
would be introduced for attending meetings. Bulletin 45 (Spring 1989) contained articles on the newly-
extended Dorset House (62-64 High Street) by Mrs Yarwood, C.E. Hartland and M.J. Leppard. There 
were also an account of the local personal correspondence in the William Hill papers, 1811-40, in the 
West Sussex Record Office and more of veteran journalist Brian Desmond's recollections of the 1920s. 

AS OTHERS SAW US (51): `We drew up a list of about 30 towns the length and breadth of the U.K. 
and East Grinstead came out on top. It has real charm and caught our imagination. It is fair to say we 
were captivated: fine architecture, sense of identity and family values.'- Mark Marriott, commercial 
director of Winning Moves U.K., the official licensee for regional variations of Monopoly (E.G. 
Courier, 14 June 2007) 

AS WE SAW OURSELVES (41): `Looking back what strikes me most is how kind people were to 
me. I was rather a nervous boy but they all looked after me and as I grew older I had friends in all 
walks of life. The town was, I think, well run by people who were really interested in it and I was very 
sorry to leave.' - The Rev. James Harrison [lived here 1893, aged 7, to 1908] in M.J. Leppard (ed.), 
Reminiscences of East Grinstead, 1893-1914 (1972). See also pp.19f. below. 

BULLETIN 110 (Autumn 2013): p.5 `The Mill', London Gazette reference: for '1859' read 1869; p.16 
review by David Gould: for `1995' read 1985; p.15: my sister tells me the Misses Clarke did not feed 
the cat; they brought him round to our new home several times but he always went back and so we had 
him put down. M.J.L. 

BULLETIN 112 will come out in the Autumn now that publication is twice-yearly 
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EAST GRINSTEAD BEFORE THE TOWN: A PROGRESS REPORT 	 M.J. Leppard 

References to earlier Bulletins are given as a four- (or five-) digit number, first two (or three) digits Bulletin 
number, second two page number. All other references are end-notes in the usual form. 

In 1991, in a short article in the Sussex Archaeological Collections, 'East Grinstead before the 
town", I discussed 'the topography of the site of the town before its foundation and such related issues 
as the origin of the parish church and the meeting place of the hundred'. A short review by Mr P.D. 
Wood appeared in our pages [5111], and my propositions received critical attention in 2005 in the East 
Grinstead historic character assessment report by Dr R.B. Harris. His report was reviewed in 2007 by 
me [9113f.] and by Mr A.G. Dyson 2 , and his interpretations and mine re-assessed by Mr Dyson in an 
article 'Recent advances in the early history of East Grinstead' in 2010 [10007-12]. Both Harris and 
Dyson also took into account relevant work by me and others that had appeared in the Bulletin and 
elsewhere since I first tackled a subject likened by Wood to 'the universe before the Big Bang; 
intriguing but short on material'. 

Undeterred by that, and encouraged by his conclusion 'this paper could well provide future 
workers, fitting pieces of the jigsaw together, with the equivalent of the picture on the lid', I propose in 
this article to draw together relevant new information and ideas published since 1991, the observations 
of Messrs Harris and Dyson, and my own further thinking. Each aspect will be considered in the same 
order as the original article. How much more of the jigsaw has been completed is for others to judge, 
ideally inspired to find a few more pieces or re-arrange any wrongly assembled. 

Prehistoric and later tracks 

I.D. Margary's interpretation was accepted on the strength of his being the authority on early 
roads, but I am less committed to it now. In 2000 I argued, with map evidence, that the stretch of 
London Road between the Post Office and High Street was not a short cut, as interpreted by Margary, 
but part of a north-south track from Hackenden to its southern parent [7507-12]. In the same article and 
map I re-affirmed my 1991 interpretation as another link between them of the line Hermitage Lane - 
churchyard paths - part of Church Lane - paths across the Playfield - Blackwell Hollow - part of Holtye 
Road, abandoning my alternative line branching diagonally off Hermitage Lane to the mouth of Church 
Lane; the top of Hermitage Lane is clearly an ancient 'chine', not a straightening accommodating the 
later portlands. Harris (p.22) shares this reasoning but fails to perceive the cross-churchyard argument. 
His attribution of these routes to mid-late Anglo-Saxon 'transhumance' suggests unawareness of the 
now general agreement that in Anglo-Saxon times Wealden outliers were permanently occupied, 
developed from much earlier seasonal outposts. 

Similarly, I have increasingly come to realise that Margary's interpretation of Institute Walk and 
Vicarage Walk as the continuation of the ridge-top track from Crawley Down via Imberhorne needs 
more refinement than my argument that the demarcation of the boundaries of the borough necessarily 
deflected it, whereas after that event there would have been no need for it, by which I meant no need to 
create it, for London Road and the High Street would have carried the through-traffic. Misrepresenting 
me as saying it then 'had no function', conveniently ignoring my quoting mention of it in 1597/98 as 
'lane to Rowsies', and misrepresenting me as citing the lack of a southern counterpart as 'further proof 
when I merely drew attention to it, Harris crows 'The paucity of the logic is evident' (p.21), oblivious 
that he is damning not my argument but his own reconstruction of it. He then states that Institute Walk 
'marks the boundary of what appears to be an extension of the borough'. It certainly does not seem to 



define it (and does not do so on his maps), and no-one has ever suggested that the stretch of the High 
Street west of Cantelupe Road was such an extension. Has he taken the suggestion by Patrick Wood 
and Peter Gray that the development of Middle Row displaced 'open air markets and fairs westwards 
down the street', and with them 'the fashionable part of the town' 3 , as meaning, or at least implying, 
that the original lay-out ended at the Crown and Broadleys? That might explain his otherwise 
inexplicable classification of the area bounded by Cantelupe Road and London Road as of lower 
historic environmental value than the rest of the borough, even though on the same page referring to its 
'13th-century burgage plots' (p.33, map 13). 

Harris's reference to post-mediaeval lanes behind burgage plots elsewhere, sometimes on one 
side only (p.21), can be no more than noted. Ours, whether pre-, accompanying or post- foundation of 
the borough, bypasses it to reach the settled area to its east (discussed below), whereas a counterpart on 
the southern side would have only fields at one end and therefore be of little practical use. Nevertheless 
it must be recognised that in the 1850s the line of Institute and Vicarage Walks was 'the back fields 
path' across fields 4 ; it is not shown on the 1841 tithe map (nor are any other unfenced paths), and on the 
25" OS. map of 1873 it is narrow and fenced (perhaps recently?) up the steep part of Institute Walk, 
then unfenced the rest of the way. I propose a better interpretation in discussing the Portland (below). 

The construction of the 'New Road' bypassing Old Road and concomitant re-alignment of the 
eastern end of the High Street are now securely dateable to 1826-27 [10906]. 

The church 

In 2004, in the Sussex Archaeological Collections 5, I developed, with the assistance of specially 
created maps, my case for a pre-Conquest origin of the parish church on the present site, its consonance 
with the Domesday Book priest's listing under Brambletye, and a 13th-century origin for the dependent 
chapel at the main Brambletye site. I was specifically responding to Neil S. Rushton' s conclusion, in 
his tabulations in the same journal in 1999, and with no discussion, that the D.B. priest was at the 
chapel at Brambletye and that our parish church was founded rather later. 6  Harris accepts the likelihood 
of a church on the present site in the 11th century, in existence before its donation to Lewes Priory, but 
designates as 'hardly proof my claiming its dedication to St Swithun as supporting evidence for a pre-
Conquest origin (p.13); I did not say 'proof' [9113]. Later I quoted, from a report of the rediscovery of 
Swithun's skull in France, 'little evidence that his cult flourished so vigorously after the ... Conquest, 
despite ... attempts to promote it' [9910]. In the light of wider reading, I have abandoned the 
speculation that the church could have been a minster. On the relationship between the bounds of the 
borough and those of the churchyard and vicarial glebe there seem to have been no advances. 

The site of Sackville College 

It has recently been recognised that a line of Roman road, if protracted rather than turning 
towards Feibridge, would have arrived at the College site, the highest point in the town [10005]. This 
suggests the hill-top was used by the surveyors as a sight-line when determining the alignment; perhaps 
the horizon was enough, possibly a detachment lit a beacon there, in which case it would have been not 
too hard of access, maybe it was already the open space that 'green stede' implies (discussed below), 
but that does not require any settled Roman presence. It could be, however, that native Britons were 
familiar with it. They might have noticed the natural defensibility of its eastern flank, though if so there 
is no reason to suppose they acted on it. (It was recognised, however, in the Second World War when 
the College was constituted a 'nodal fortress' in anticipation of invasion.) 

5 



The Playfield 

An earlier mention than 1811 of this name for the field north of the College is in l803. 
Professor R.A. Coates has noted the presumption among scholars that place-names in 'play-' were 
common land, though there has been no authoritative study of them [5106]. Earlier names now known 
for the combined Playfield and Chequer Mead to its west are the Parsonage Field, 1564-1628, and the 
Parsons Field, 1579, from its having been part of the rectorial glebe [8806, mapped 8804]. Fields can 
enjoy more than one name simultaneously, so the Playfield may have had a long pedigree under that 
name; only more evidence can tell. Church Lane was 'widened and extended during recent years by the 
kindness of Muriel Countess De La Warr and Mr E.W. Young' and joined up with De La Wan Road 
when the latter was extended across the Playfield in 1908 on its acquisition by the Urban District 
Council to be a public open space. 8  

The Hundred and its meeting place 

My identification of the College site as the meeting place of the Hundred of East Grinstead and 
my reasons for it have never been challenged. Harris allows it as a possibility (p.23) but refrains from 
discussion. 

In stating that the parish and the Hundred were virtually co-terminous I was following the 
general consensus, albeit cautiously because aware that in Domesday Book the Hundred embraced 
Burleigh, in Worth parish in all later documents, and that parish boundaries had not been defined by 
1086. Continuing research, however, revealed that, although our parish and Hundred were identical by 
the early-i 9th century, in mediaeval and later times the Hundred was a comparatively small component 
of the parish. Surveys of 1564 and 79 permitted mapping its bounds and a series of articles discussing 
other components of the parish [6810-13, 7305-10, 7408-10, 7507, 7604-07]. Nothing, however, told 
against my location of the meeting place. 

The place-name 

In contrast to my arguments for the green stede as the site of the town (including the church and 
College), Harris asserts 'it remains pure speculation as to what place the name referred to', though he 
allows that 'the pre-settlement nature of the church suggests that by the 11th century Grinstead was 
already attached to the area subsequently occupied by the town' (p.13), one of the points I had made. 
His assumption that the church was put up on unsettled (and uncultivated?) land is unacknowledged 
indulgence in 'pure speculation'. 

Professor Coates took study of the place-name forward in 2000. 'Names in -stead, as a group, 
are very old' and 'the "adjectival" ones are almost restricted to the lands of the East and South Saxons 
and to Kent'. If the first syllable of Grinstead is the adjective green, though, he asks, why is it green? 
But 'the bulk of -stead names have a noun as the first element', so perhaps our -stead was a green, as 
we speak of a village green and as the word has been used since mediaeval times. Even if we have an 
adjective after all, perhaps 'a green stead was a more or less technical term for what the English would 
later call a green'. [10006] 

My suggestion that Worsted [Farm], wl],er 'against' or 'opposite' the stede, could mean literally 
'against [the border of the green] stede' [9005] has been accepted by the English Place-Name Society. 9  
If correct it re-inforces my increasing belief that the original green stede was much larger than I perhaps 
seemed to imply in 1991. Conceivably it also gives hitherto unsuspected significance to the name of a 



field between Worsted and the town, cut in two by the New Road of 1827, the Green Field, traceable 
with certainty back to 178310  and possibly the same as the seven-acre Greenfylde held by John Payne at 
his death in 157911;  the combined acreage of the two parts in the tithe schedule of 1841 was 8a.2r.6p. 
The whole area immediately south-east of the town deserves further investigation than my nibbling at 
Brookhurst, Coleslond and the Collins- names [10604-19]. 

The Portland(s) 

Parallel long strips of land behind the houses are a standard feature of the burgage plots in 
mediaeval planned towns like East Grinstead but only here are they called portlands; the term is not in 
the Oxford English Dictionary, the English Dialect Dictionary or any of the works on Sussex dialect. 
Mrs Heather Wame has suggested, in discussion, that they are subdivisions of a pre-existing portland, 
from the Old English port, a mercantile town, just as at Maidstone, before its incorporation in the time 
of Edward VI, the head man was the port reeve and his court the portmote' 2, and Portfield and Port 
Meadow, at Chichester and Oxford respectively, are open land belonging to the town. In other words, 
the site of the borough of East Grinstead was already a trading area. Without even mentioning this 
local word, Harris reaches the same conclusion by a different route: one of the 'focal places' for trade 
established on major routeways identified by Mark Gardiner as a common feature of the High Weald, to 
which churches were attracted to serve its characteristic dispersed settlements. (Mayfield, Rotherfield 
and Wadhurst are other examples, but they developed informally.) In the case of East Grinstead, Harris 
allows, that area could also have functioned as a Hundred meeting place. 'The pre-borough activity 
could well have implications for the debate on early routes in the town.' (pp.22f.) 

Indeed it could, and does, for a large and loosely defined 'focal place' saves us from agonising 
over precise details of early tracks and later short cuts and deviations. They too would have been wide 
and not too precisely defined, liable to wander when occasion arose, as routes across commons tended 
to do, and, we should remember, used by pedestrians and horsemen, flocks and herds, far more than by 
wheeled traffic: rather like a vast modern pedestrianised area which slow-moving motor vehicles are 
permitted to enter or cross, in those days carts and wagons. The rival theories considered at the start of 
this article, mine included, can then be seen in perspective, veering into overwrought pettifogging. 

Mrs Warne's theory might be thought imperilled by there being only one known documentary 
reference to 'the portland', and that not until 1597/98 whereas one or more portlands are specified in 
wills from 1500 onwards.' 3  It occurs in the survey known as the Buckhurst Terrier: Edward Drew 
holds 'two acres of land late enclosed out of the portland, and the windmill feud ... on the south side 
and adjoining the George, which the said lord [of the manor of Imberhorne] had of the feofment of the 
said Edward to whom Mr John Leedes Esquire and Thomas Leedes his son sold the same'. The map 
shows it lying between the George and 'the freehold of John Leedes esquire' to its south . 14  'Late 
enclosed' does not necessarily mean 'very recently', since phraseology tended to be repeated from one 
document to the next, but for this argument the date is immaterial. The implication is that the original 
boundaries of the borough did not encompass the whole of the pre-existing portland. The George (our 
Clarendon House) and its neighbours in Judges Terrace had no portlands when the 1564 survey was 
compiled and were separated from the rest of the borough by the access to Judges Close 15 , which I 
interpreted as evidence of their forming an extension of the original lay-out [5705]. If I am right so far, 
then the seemingly arbitrary 'dog-leg' line of Ship Street can be regarded as hugging the original limit 
of the portland much as the straggling line of Wellington Town Road and its extensions hugs that of the 
Common on the enclosure map of 1816 [7708-09]. 

7 



Next steps 

It goes without saying that any evidence or arguments supporting, controverting or refining the 
conclusions I have now reached will be welcome, not least from Messrs Harris and Rushton, who did 
not even acknowledge the responses to their work that I sent them. A particularly fruitful field for some 
aspects is potentially awaiting attention in West Grinstead. I lack all knowledge of its topography and 
history, but it too is the name of a Domesday Book hundred and later a parish with the same etymology 
as East Grinstead. Its hundred meeting-place was unknown to the English Place-Name Society, and as 
far as I am aware is still not known, but it states that West Grinstead is central for it and also makes out 
a case for Slaughter Bridge in Shipley. 16  Questions to be asked include whether the areas round 
Slaughter Bridge [NGR TQ 12223 5] or West Grinstead church (probably dating from the 11th century 17 

and also by a bridge [210206]) look like green stedes. Though there is no nucleated village, is there 
any settlement that could have grown up on or around the green stede? Is green an adjective or a noun? 
In which of the many senses of the word is it a stede? 

REFERENCES: Compass = E.G. Museum Compass; E.G. = East Grinstead; S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society 

1  vol. 129 (1991), pp.29-32 2  Compass, no.24 (Autumn 2007), p. 15 	in J. Warren (ed.), Wealden Buildings (1990), 
pp.174,183 4  Compass no.4 (Spring 2001), p.10 5  'Church origins at E.G.', vol.142 (2004), pp.148-50 
6  'Parochialisation and patterns of patronage in 11th-century Sussex', vol.137 (1999), pp.133-52, specifically pp.149, 151 
' W.H. Hills, History of E.G. (1906), p.167 8  W.H. Hills, 'The streets of E.G.' (1919), pp.8, 30 (original typescript of 
talk, in my possession) 9  'Worsted', Journal of the English Place-Name Society, vol.43 (2011), p.16 10  Mr R.H. 
Wood's notes of deeds of the Hermitage, in my possession 11  His will and inquest, S.R.S., vol. 3 (1904), pp. 129-31 
12  J.M. Russell, The History of Maidstone (1881), p.183 13  John Brether, 21 Jan. 1500, pr. 19 May 1500, PCC Moone, f.2 
14  S.R.S., vol.39, pp.54f., map XXXIX 	u P.D. Wood, 'The topography of E.G. Borough', Sussex Archaeological 
Collections, vol.106 (1968), pp.49-62, especially pp.50, 52 	16  A. Mawer & F.M. Stenton, The Place-Names of Sussex, 
part 1(1929), pp. 182, 184 17 j Naim and N. Pevsner, The Buildings ofEngland: Sussex (1965), p.370  

FAIR DAY: It was noted in discussion at the October 2013 meeting of the Wealden Settlement Study 
Circle that in most places the historic fair day was the same as the patronal festival of the parish church. 
Mr Michael Poffley pointed out that East Grinstead is an exception. Our church is dedicated to St 
Swithun, feast day 15 July, but the charter issued on 16 July 1247 granting Peter of Savoy the right to 
an annual two-day fair here stipulates 'the eve and day of St James the Apostle', 24 and 25 July. In 
view of the date of the grant, might it have been so that he could hold the first one at the earliest 
practicable opportunity, or should we look for a more recondite explanation? Ideas will be welcome. 

§ THE WEALDEN SETTLEMENT STUDY CIRCLE, quoted above, defines itself as 'An informal 
network of people undertaking academically respectable work on the settlement of the Weald of 
Sussex, Surrey and Kent, particularly in the Saxon and post-Conquest eras, membership of which is by 
recommendation and invitation'. Your editor is the convenor. 

HAZELDEN FARMHOUSE: In Bulletin 101 I uncritically copied from the description of this house 
when listed as of historic or architectural interest its attribution to the 18th century. Had I consulted a 
fuller sequence of maps I would have realised that 'the original Hazelden farm, lying right in the path of 
the line, was obliterated' by the construction of the railway to Lewes.*  What we see today, therefore, 
cannot be earlier than 1882. M.J.L. 

* K. Marx, An illustrated history of the Lewes and East Grinstead Railway (2000), p.76 



THE CHURCH TERRIER OF 1711 	 M.J. Leppard 

The 1711 list of liabilities for upkeep of specified lengths of the churchyard wall by various old 
estates and farms in the parish reproduced by W.H. Hills' is invaluable as the earliest equivalent of a 
directory of owners and tenants we possess but is incomplete and not an entirely accurate transcription: 
'Bucknors', 'Cullens' and 'Suxford', e.g., should be Buckhurst, Cuttens and Luxford. 2  The total length 
accounted for is rather more than 270 feet (no figure is given for Harwoods) or just over 90 yards. The 
gate on the south side made by the town is obviously the main entrance, 'the carrying gate' is shown by 
Hills's text to be at the south-east corner, and 'the stile' must be the north-east entry, the only other one 
ever known to exist. In 1964 I made it 62 paces from the main gate to the corner and 44 from there to 
the north-east access, a total of 106 paces, which is close enough to Hills's 90-odd yards. It is also 
apparent, though, that the entries are not sequenced in their order along the perimeter: although the 
wording 'from the Church Gate towards the East and so forward' implies that Dallingridge's seven foot 
comes next, in 1829 it was recorded 'at the east end' (see below), and the 'carrying gate' and the 'stile' 
are several times the thirty foot separating them in their consecutive listing. 

Hills's source cannot be traced. G.M. Smart in his edition of the church guide states it is 'in the 
second volume of the registers' 3 , but when, at my request, Mr K.C. Leslie of the West Sussex Record 
Office checked the volumes for 1662-1791 he reported that he could 'see no reference at all' and added 
'The fairly detailed catalogue of the parish records makes no reference to a terrier at all'. 

Some entries in the order book of the Church Rebuilding Trustees do, however, tell something 
of what was available before 1906. On 26 January 1829 they noted the need for new gates at the town 
entrance, preferably of iron, and on 7 May the necessity of a corresponding, 3-foot wide, side-gate to it 
and two steps. On 30 May the board containing the Church marks was 'found to be nearly obliterated', 
so a new one was to be made and kept at the vicarage. Part of the fence was very ruinous, and so the 
following were to be applied to according to their historic obligations: DALLINGRIDGE, Mr Lowdell, 
7, HAZELDEN, Mrs Sly, 8', SHEPHERDS AND SCARLETTS, Mr Jackson, 8', WALL HILL, Lord 
George Cavendish, 10', RIDGE HILL, Sir Timothy Shelley, 9, MILL PLACE, Mr Jacobs, 8', all at the 
east end (and corresponding to the sequence in Hills). 

On 27 September 1830 Thomas Palmer prepared a copy of the terrier, and on 25 October 1831 a 
copy of the old terrier 'as far as it could be made out' and of the churchyard marks and bounds was 
produced. On 23 October 1832 the vicar was too ill to sign it and 3 guineas was awarded to Palmer for 
his troubles. Finally, on 25 January 1833, the copy of the original 1711 terrier copy was verified.' 

It seems, then, that the 1711 list had at one time, if not in 1830, accounted for more than Hills 
was able to print. Palmer's copy is not among the surviving rebuilding records, and the board in the 
vicarage, which might have been what Hills consulted, probably perished in the fire in 1908. 

Much remains to be accounted for. Whose responsibility were the remaining lengths? Unlike 
the patchwork alongside Church Lane 6 , the north and west walls are largely uniform stretches of brick, 
with a stone base on the west. How were the obligations originally allocated, and on what basis? Why 
were ancient properties such as Imberhorne and Gulledge omitted? Would it be worth searching the 
Archdeaconry Court of Lewes records for possible presentations of earlier defaulters? 

1  W.H. Hills, The history of E.G. (1906), pp.73f. 2  see E.G. Society Bulletins 106 (Summer 2012), p.11  and 109 (Summer 
2013), p.6 	Guide to E.G. parish church (1975), p.12 	personal communication, 31 Oct. 1988 5 my notes made 
before the documents went to the West Sussex Record Office 6  sec photograph in my 100 buildings ofE.G. (2006), §2 
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A MASTER OF ENGLISH PROSE 	 M.J. Leppard 

J.M. Neale's Sackville College Sermons are 'the most beautiful book in the English language (as 
word-perfect as [Coleridge's poem] Christabel)' opined Richard Lawson Gales, a retired clergyman, in 
1910. The whole article from which this is quoted' verges on hyperbolic hero-worship, to account for 
which his middle name may be a clue, for Neale's daughter, Mary Sackville Neale, married the Rev. 
Robert Lawson and, also in 1910, published a lightly-edited selection of her father's letters. 2  

Without going as far as Gales, I would argue strongly for the quality of Neale's prose, now long 
overshadowed by his, definitely variable, mastery of verse. Consider the following passage: 

I know, more or less, the scenery of every county in England; and I must confess that, excepting the 
Lake district and North Devonshire, I can name none that, on the whole, seems to me equal to Sussex. 
People who rush along the Brighton Railway and find themselves at the Old Ship, or the Brunswick, an 
hour and a half after leaving London Bridge have no idea of the lovely country through which they are 
whirled. Old picturesque villages, cresting the steep brow of a hill, with quaintly wrought gables, and 
great mullioned Elizabethan windows, grey walls, with copings that could remember Bosworth or 
Flodden fields - and were perhaps leant against by the village politicians who were discussing the 
wonderful news from France in the November of 1415; venerable farms niched in on the southern side 
of some sunny hill, the wallet oak (to use a Sussex word) - that stands in front of the porch, and affords 
shelter to the white owl on a November night - the wish below, where the cattle are quietly feeding, the 
honeysuckles and roses that run up the porch, built by the well-to-do yeoman of James the First's time; 
wild glens in the forest, where rocks tower up above oaks and ash trees, grey with moss, scarred with 
storms, and whispered to all day by the young fern - I say, the people who rush along the railways know 
nothing of this; but you, who read The Penny Post, shall hear "all about it", as the children say; and it 
will be my own fault if it is not worth the hearing. 

That was published, typically of Neale anonymously, in The Penny Post for August 1854, a 
popular periodical to which he had become a frequent contributor in the previous year. 3  It is the first 
paragraph of an article 'The iron-works of Sussex' . Despite the ephemerality of such publications and 
the anonymity of the author, it cannot be by anyone but Neale, for it exhibits all the characteristics of 
his prose at its best. 

For a start, the word-painting of the Wealden landscape, instantly recognisable to us because so 
familiar, and essential at a time when books and magazines carried few drawings and no photographs. 
In Neale's case this facility extended to visualising accurately and describing scenery he knew only 
from books. Mrs Lawson recalled how in 1861 the Cambridge scholar and traveller George Williams 
asked him, 'When were you in Georgia?' To his response 'Never' Williams 'expressed great surprise, 
remarking that he thought from the descriptions in [his story] the "Lily of Tiflis" my father must have 
been out there'.'  

Then the language itself. For all the complicated structure of the third (and final!) sentence, as 
if the pen could hardly keep up with the flood of images, comprehension does not require re-reading. 
Only ten words are of more than two syllables, and they are common ones. The participle 'niched' is 
hardly a common word (the Oxford English Dictionary's first record is 1771) but the meaning is clear 
and the picture just right in this context. Equally right is the poetic metaphor of young fern whispering 
to ancient rocks; as we are being made to look, not just see, so we are being invited to listen, not just 
hear. The dialect words, one acknowledged as such, complement the precision of the setting with what 
the traveller might overhear from the country people, undoubtedly there though out of sight. 
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A wish is 'a damp meadow, a marsh or low land, in a nook formed by the sinuosity of a river or 
stream, and so sometimes overflowed with water'. 6  A wallet oak is one that leans or overhangs. 7  In the 
next paragraph Neale contrasts the countryside just described, 'where now there is no harsher voice 
than the tap of the woodpecker or the jar of the goatsucker', with the 'forges that roared from morning 
till night' in the same setting in the hey-day of the Wealden iron industry. A goatsucker is a nightjar. 
Further on, he describes how the ore, if burnt too much, 'ran into a loop; that is, into a mingled mass. 
Hence, probably, the Sussex expression, all of a loop, for "all in disorder". 

In later writers such terms were often plucked out of Cooper's and subsequent Sussex dialect 
dictionaries and strategically placed to give an effect of verisimilitude to the utterances of yokels', but 
in Neale's case it was part of the man himself. Though born in London and educated in Dorset, Surrey 
and Cambridge, it was with Sussex that he identified. 'An ellenge [solitary] place indeed - as we say in 
Sussex' he writes in his children's story The oak of Luxfords Lane  - perhaps because first told orally to 
his own brood or the orphans cared for by his sisters of St Margaret? 

Description was probably Neale's greatest strength in writing prose; his dialogue, as so often in 
Victorian fiction, is stilted. But next time you sing one of the hymns he translated from the Latin with 
such meticulous care in order to interpret faithfully the theological niceties or factual accuracy of the 
original' 0 , or the doggerel of 'Good King Wenceslas', now his ineluctable legacy, especially locally, 
think of all the trouble he took with the wording of the passage I have discussed - and that no more than 
journalism undertaken to eke out his token salary. 

REFERENCES (J.M.N. = John Mason Neale): 1  R.L. Gales, 'J.M.N., Christian and Romantic', The Oxford and 
Cambridge Review (1910) 2  M.S. Lawson (ed .), Letters of J.MN. (1910) 3  Sr Miriam, S.S.M., J.MN., a memoir (1887-
95), p.21  lb (This is a series of articles from St Margaret's Magazine, bound in one volume unrepaginated. I have followed 
the pagination created by A.G. Lough for his The influence ofJ.M N. (1962), which he explains on p.1.)  "reprinted in the 
East Grinstead Observer (undated cutting in W.H. Hills's book of cuttings of his own articles, West Sussex Record Office, 
Acc. 7986) 5  as note 2, p.301 6  W.D. Cooper, Glossary ofprovincialisms in use in Sussex (2nd ed., 1853) 7  Rev. 
Edward Turner, Rector of Uckfield, in Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.2 (1849), p.123 8  Richard Coates, The 
traditional dialect of Sussex (2010), p.72  and elsewhere 9  The fourth in his Lent Legends (1855; p.66 in 2nd ed., 1873) 
10  see, for example, the justifications he gave for his versions quoted in chapter 8 of Lough's Influence (note 3) 

j'W Y1) trU 

NEALE'S INTEREST IN DIALECT: I included 
every instance I could find in my serialised listing of 
local dialect vocabulary in East Grinstead Museum 
Compass, nos 1 (1999) to 18 (Autumn 2005) but I 
overlooked the first three of the words quoted above. 
('All of a loop' I have never found in any dialect 
source or study. Might it be connected with the slang 
word 'loopy' for a person erratically irrational?) 

M.J.L. 

LEFT: The title page of the work referred to under 
note 3 above. The sketch of Neale as a boy 
reproduced on the cover of our last issue is its 
frontispiece. Since it consists of pages from 
unsold magazines bound together, few copies 
must have been issued. Neither the public library, 
the Town Museum or (apparently) Sackville College 
has one. 

mLnôn 

1 lrtrn 

git 

7  &-, fQ6, ct opC61 Cqilr~tnxbOLt b, 



12 

SOME PEOPLE OF EAST GRINSTEAD (continued) 	 M.J. Leppard 

HERBERT THOMAS EDWARDS 

Herbert Edwards was born in London in c.1860, the son of a stone-mason from Hartfield, but 
the family moved to Ashurst Wood while he was a boy. He attended Forest Row School and became a 
pupil-teacher there, but the 1881 census records him aged 21, unmarried and 'out of employ', as was 
his father, with whom and his mother and six younger siblings he was living somewhere unspecified in 
Ashurst Wood. 

In 1942, however, his sister Mrs Penelope Spark stated that he married in 1880 while living at 
the Beeches and later went to London but returned home. Her memory seems faulty; no references to 
the Beeches have Edwardses; from at least 1895 they were at the Laurels in Woods Hill Lane. 

I cannot find how he earned his living, here or in London, where he cultivated a pointed beard. 
His interest in politics is well attested, though: in 1889 he attended Edward Steer's adoption meeting as 
Liberal candidate for Forest Row on the newly-created East Sussex county council. In 1895 he spent 
polling day there working for the party's candidate in the parliamentary election. By 1904 he was 
representing Ashurst Wood on Forest Row parish council, and still doing so thirty years later, and by 
1928 also representing it on East Grinstead rural district council, all along refusing any re-imbursement 
though without a pension. 

On fine evenings he would walk to East Grinstead, smoking his pipe, to gossip with friends and 
joke while Mrs Duke the confectioner served customers. 

Herbert Edwards was remembered for his amusing songs with patter at semi-formal smoking 
concerts in the town. In 1895 he sang 'The Nipper's lullaby' and 'I saw 'er steal 'er apem to 'er eye' at 
the East Grinstead trade banquet, and in 1899 'Ju-Jah' at the Workhouse entertainment, in which he 
also performed in 'living pictures'. In 1896 he organised an amateur concert to benefit the Ashurst 
Wood centenarian Mrs Mary Neighbour, and in 1897 he 'contributed some comics in his usual style' at 
Rice Bros' supper for their employees. 'He could sway an audience to laughter or hush them to 
silence', recalled A.S. Bridgland, 'for he had personality and confidence. I can see him now [1942], 
while the cheers and laughter rang, his eyes bright with satisfaction, curling his heavy moustache.' 

His interests also included 'such abstruse subjects as bimetallism'. 

SOURCES: Local newspapers, various dates (including Bridgiand's and Spark's memories), directories, 
banquet menu, entertainment programme, C.J. Rolley, 'Local government in Ashurst Wood' (typescript) 

SUSSEX MILLS GROUP NEWSLETTER 160 (October 2013) contains, with my permission, an 
abbreviated version of my article on Cuttons Hill Mill in our Bulletin 109, without source-references 
but valuably augmented by the Editor, Mr Justin Brice. M.J.L. 

THE FELBRIDGE AND DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP's handout 118 (November 2013) traces 
from 1685, when it was known as Cockets, the history of Ascotts, a house and land at Feibridge (but 
almost entirely in East Grinstead parish) between Crawley Down Road and the moated site. There is a 
good selection of maps at the end, which could more helpfully have been rotated 90° and set out side by 
side on facing pages. M.J.L. 
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OUIR LOCAL hERO -? 

Editor 

RIGHT: An extract from an account 
in the boys' weekly paper Eagle of 
6 December 1958 of the valour of 
Lieut. Dease and Sidney Godley on 
23 August 1914, written by 
Macdonald Hastings, the father of 
Max Hastings quoted below, and 
illustrated by Robert Johnson. 

I am grateful to Mr David Gould for 
this information. We have not been 
able to ascertain the copyright-
holders. We apologise if any breach 
has been unwittingly perpetrated. 
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Most readers will recognise the name of Sidney Godley, the son of East Grinstead who was the 
first non-officer to win the V.C. in the Great War. They may well expect to find him mentioned in the 
torrent of books now marking the centenary of its outbreak. But what our member Mr Mike Hollins 
has passed on from one of them may not be what they expect: 

'Sidney Godley took over a Royal Fusiliers machine gun at Nimy after its crew was killed to such effect 
that both he and Lieut. Maurice Dease were awarded Victoria Crosses ... . Godley though wounded in 
several places allegedly kept firing to cover the retirement of the battalion until that evening his position 
was overrun by the Germans and he became a prisoner. Sceptics have cast doubt on the reality of his 
action pointing out that no German account mentions having encountered such resistance; they suggest 
the feats of Dease and Godley were chiefly attested by the latter, while the high command was eager to 
identify plausible heroes. But there is no dispute about the courage of Capt. Theodore White 

Max Hastings, Catastrophe (2013), p.212 

Readers will also be aware that Godley was honoured in 1998 with a blue plaque on the façade 
of East Court, placed there because, though it was known that he was born at North End, the number of 
the house was not, and indeed one pair had been demolished. Since then, however, we have learnt that 
his birthplace was in Imberhorne Lane*,  i.e. the broader North End area rather than the row of houses to 
which the name originally belonged and, strictly, still does. All the Imberhorne Lane houses of the time 
were demolished long ago. This is important if the inscribed paving-slabs promised to all birthplaces 
of V.C.s are intended for the precise location rather than somewhere in the town or village concerned. 

* E. G. Observer, 28 Dec. 1918 

OUR FIRST WORLD WAR AIRCRAFT: Information is still being sought about the aeroplane with 
'EAST GRINSTEAD' on its fuselage of which a large reproduction is permanently displayed in the 
Town Museum. Can you help? S.R. Kerr, Tourist Information Desk, Public Library (01342 410121) 

WEST SUSSEX RECORD OFFICE has acquired the archives of Ashplatts Women's Institute along 
with those of many others (ace. 16743). Other local bodies contemplating depositing their non-current 
records somewhere should be aware that the county record office provides the best long-term security. 



REMINISCENCES OF SERVICE IN THE POST OFFICE AT EAST GRINSTEAI) Ray Gatland 

Reprinted from our Newsletter 64 (June 1995), as explained on p.3 above 

The first Post Office was at [what became] W.H. Dixon's shop in the High Street and then at the corner 
of the High Street and London Road in Haywards the printers on premises now occupied by Lloyds Bank. 

The first telegrams were received in East Grinstead in 1870 when the Post Office took over 
from private companies. Deliveries were made by casual messengers, who were paid (I understand 
from my late father who lived as a boy next door) at the rate of one shilling a dozen. The best reward 
was when delivering a telegram to Thornhill, Ashurst Wood, he received a glass of fresh milk and a 
bun. 

On 16 September 1896 the new Post Office was opened in commodious premises in London 
Road by the Duke of Norfolk who was Postmaster General at the time. A copper plate engraved for the 
invitation tickets was given to the Town Museum when I retired in 1980. The first letter was posted by 
Miss Head, daughter of Mr Evelyn Head, then chairman of the Urban Council. 

There must have been a small sorting office at the rear. The counter, postmaster's room and 
boy messengers' room occupied the ground floor. On the first floor there was a telegraph room next to 
that which was later to be the telephone exchange. My wife's aunt, Miss Allin, was one of the first 
telephonists. The flat on the second floor was occupied by the caretaker-operator, who was on call at 
night to answer telephone calls. Distribution of telephone lines was from a large gantry on the roof. 

In 1929 a two-storey extension was built behind the Post Office alongside Queens Road. The 
ground floor consisted of a sorting office at the rear of which was a yard and engineer's stores, below 
which there was a large cable chamber into which telephone lines came from the cables now laid under-
ground. The first floor, which was reinforced with steel and concrete, contained the new telephone 
switchroom, apparatus room and battery room together with engineers' accommodation and welfare 
room for male staff. Welfare accommodation for the females was provided in what had been the care-
taker's flat in the old building. With the expansion of the telephone service this proved inadequate and 
in later years a wooden hut was provided on the roof. The new telephone exchange became the parent 
of sub-exchanges at Forest Row, Lingfield, Dormans Park and Sharpthorne. 

At the time Ijoined the Post Office as a sorting clerk and telegraphist in 1938 postal deliveries 
were made mainly by bicycle, which included the outlying areas of Ashurst Wood, Feibridge, Felcourt 
and Dormans Park. By this time, however, there were two motorcycle/sidecar deliveries which served 
Selsfield and parts of Ashurst WoodlShovelstrode and Hammerwood. Mails to and from the railway 
station were conveyed by handcart but this was soon to be replaced by a Morris Minor box van. Mails 
from sub-post offices at Forest Row and Lingfield were mainly conveyed by train but later collected by 
mail van. Altogether there were 15 sub-post offices within the East Grinstead postal area, which now 
covered East Grinstead, Lingfleld, Blindley Heath, Dormans Land, Dormans Park, Felcourt, Felbridge, 
West Hoathly, Sharpthorne, Ashurst Wood and Forest Row. 

The first collection from the town letter-boxes was at 4.30 a.m. and the final collection at 10.30 
p.m. at the Post Office. This ensured delivery next day in London and neighbouring areas. There was 
a full collection on Sunday afternoons. The Post Office counter was opened between 8.30 a.m. and 
7.30 p.m. daily and between 9 and 10.30 a.m. on Sundays for stamps and telegrams. 



With the outset of the Second World War postal services were put on a war footing and very 
much involved with extra work, which included payment of service allowances and pensions and petrol 
rationing. At the same time exigency arrangements had to be made to meet any emergency. With male 
staff joining the forces, women took over many of the postal duties. A teleprinter room was installed 
on the first floor in what had been a stationery store, staffed by six telegraphists. At the same time 
additional motor vans came into use, replacing the motor-cycles and providing cross posts. Payment of 
pensions and allowances was made from a small room behind the counter, access to which was made 
through a small side entrance in Queens Road up two very steep steps. 

It was fortunate that the Post Office and telephone exchange escaped damage when the bombs 
fell on the Whitehall. My wife recalls seeing them falling when she was on duty at the switchboard in 
the exchange. 

After the war, with the return of men from the forces, there was much reorganisation and 
expansion of postal and telephone services. It was necessary to extend the switchboards and a satellite 
exchange switchboard was opened at the rear of the premises. At the same time the sorting office was 
extended into the garage and engineering area on the ground floor. Parking for the fleet of motor 
vehicles was provided by the acquisition and demolition of cottages in Queens Road. Additional 
parking and engineering facilities were provided by the lease of the former Shell-Mex depot in London 
Road. 

Conditions within became extremely cramped for the telephonists until the new automatic tele-
phone exchange was opened in Garland Road and the control of the telephone operating staff was 
transferred to the telephone manager, Tunbridge Wells. Strangely, despite vastly improved facilities, 
many of the operators regretted leaving the old manual exchange where they were in closer contact with 
the subscribers. 

At the same time, around 1970, there was a major reorganisation of the Head Postmasters' areas 
and the control of postal and country services was centralised on Crawley, together with Horsham, 
Haywards Heath and Billingshurst. Each town was left with its own postmaster dealing with the day-
to-day administration of his office. 

By this time mechanical letter-sorting was being developed and the processing of letter mail was 
transferred to a new electronic sorting office at Redhill and postcoding of addresses came into being. 
Similarly parcel sorting was transferred to a new parcel depot at Salfords near Horley. Because of these 
changes the sorting office was sufficient to accommodate the increase in the number of letter deliveries 
as the town expanded with new estates being built. 

However, problems arose regarding the adequacy of the counter facilities. The public office 
area had remained unchanged over the years and long queues became inevitable. There was also aware-
ness about the lack of facilities for the disabled and no solution could be found to provide a suitable 
entrance to avoid the steps. Over the years many plans were drawn up for a new public counter but 
whenever suitable premises came on the market there were problems, mainly financial. 

Since I retired as postmaster in 1980 the Post Office has been split into separate businesses: 
Royal Mail Letters, Parcel Force, and Post-Office Ltd, each of which runs its own affairs. 

At East Grinstead Post Office Counters occupy the front of the building with a counter manager. 
There is no longer a postmaster. More recently Post Office Counters Ltd have adopted a policy of 

15 
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closing many of the smaller Crown Post Office Counters, transferring the counter services to franchised 
counters within stores, apparently to save costs. Honey, Oxted, Edenbridge and Uckfield have already 
closed, and the announcement recently means that will soon apply to East Grinstead. These franchised 
offices are basically sub-post offices with staff no longer directly employed by the Post Office but by 
the franchisee. The decision to close the Crown Post Office in East Grinstead was to be expected. 
Where the new office will be located I have yet to find out. Hopefully it will be in the vicinity of the 
existing office, otherwise the sub-post office in the High Street might be in jeopardy. One argument in 
favour of the move might be that access to the counter by disabled persons would be improved. I only 
hope that the provision will be made to provide the full range of services currently provided by Crown 
Post Offices to include the issue of road vehicle licences and visitors' passports. 

I would add that with the demise of the office of postmaster when the businesses were broken 
up, customers found that they no longer had anyone to whom they could refer complaints or enquiries 
locally and in most cases were referred to some distant office with which they have little contact. 

Since retiring as postmaster 15 years ago I have seen many changes and am only thankful that 
during my time service came first and foremost, a postal service of which one could be proud and 
happy to be part of. In my time 'If you wanted to know anything, then go to the post office'. By the 
way, what happened to the post office clock? 

MORE POST-WAR STREET-NAMES 	 M.J. Leppard 

The East Grinstead Observer of 15 February 1957 reported that the Urban District Council had 
approved the following suggestions from councilors and the public for the fflJRST-AN-CLAYS 
estate: Hurst Farm Road, Harvest Hill, Acorn Road, Nightingale Road, Miliway, Musgrave Avenue 
(subject to Mrs G.E. Musgrave's consent), The Meads, Southiands, Ashdown View, Ridgeway and 
Sunshine Way. In the event they were slightly modified, presumably after discussion with the 
developers, A.J. Wait & Co., to Hurst Farm Road, Harvest Hill, Acorn Close, Nightingale Close, Mill 
Way, Musgrave Avenue, The Meads, Southiands, Ashdown View, Ridgeway, Clays Close, The Jordans 
and Mill Close. Local relevance is acknowledged in Musgrave, the family owning the property from 
1891 to 1936, Jordans, the only field-name (Jordans Plot) taken from the list in a deed of 1891 recited 
in Wait's abstract of title', [Dunnings] Mill and Ashdown [Forest]. Otherwise they have an all-purpose 
blandness, though at least we were spared Sunshine Way, possibly inspired by nearby Sunnyside. 

STREATFIELD was suggested by me in 2013 for the new road at Dunnings Mill to honour Luke 
Streatfield, the farmer and miller who worked it c.1890-91, and John Charles Streatfield, who took 
over in 1906 and, when the mill failed, demolished and removed the machinery to convert it to a house. 
The family also worked Worsted Farm 1890-1923, owned and ran shops in the town, and is still living 
among us. The developer had suggested Dunnings Close (rejected because confusable with Dunnings 
Road), Mill Pond Close (several Mill-names already), Turner Close (miller there c.1830-84, confusable 
with Turner Court, Holtye Road) and Rockingshiul Place (Rockingshill Wood is half a mile away). Cr 
Frank Osborne suggested George Spooner 'who invested in the area'. 2  

§ The Labour party 'has urged councils to pay respect to troops killed in the line of duty by naming 
streets after them' as Dagenham and Barking has done with two soldiers lost in Afghanistan. 3  

'transcription in Mrs D.F. Neville's notes on the history of the property, in my possession 2 Brighton Argus, 22 Feb. 2013, 
3 E. G. Courier and Observer, 5 Sept. 2013 



17 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS reviewed by M.J. Leppard 

EAST GRJNSTEAD OFFICIAL GUIDE AND MAP 

On Boxing Day 1968 I typed out my 'personal observations' on the shortcomings of the Urban 
District Council's official guide to the town. Our committee discussed them, the Society wrote to the 
council, and in April 1969 its clerk asked if I was willing to rewrite it. I set to work and, after various 
administrative hold-ups, my version was published in July 1971. In 2011, as I set about preparing my 
13th edition, I realised I had been doing the job for forty years, each time adjusting and expanding the 
text of the previous issue. It was high time to stand down, and let a new person overhaul and re-organise 
the whole thing. 

The completely new version appeared last October, with a striking (uncaptioned) cover picture 
of the band of the Grenadier Guards marching along the High Street on Armed Forces Day 2012. There 
are far more photographs than ever before, all the work of the Town Promotions Manager Mr Simon 
Kerr, as is all the text (less than before) and the bold over-all design. Left-hand pages celebrate places 
of interest and annual events, with advertisements facing them. My long complicated sentences are 
replaced by fewer, briefer, friendlier ones. Any possible disappointment at the lack of all but the barest 
historical details is deftly justified in a handsome introductory tribute to my work on previous issues and 
the ready availability of my published volumes. 'Useful information' is likewise reduced to contact 
details for the chief public services. 

The intention seems to be to entice strangers to discover and appreciate what an attractive and 
lively town East Grinstead is, with plenty of inducements to return or even settle, rather than the earlier 
focus on informing existing and prospective residents. In current economic conditions, with tourism 
seen as a key to local prosperity, boosted by the Bluebell Railway extension, that is probably the best 
service our town guides can perform. As for facts and figures, the internet is more obliging than quickly 
dated printed matter. 

It is nowhere stated that it has been published on behalf of the Town Council, and the municipal 
arms are reproduced but not identified or explained. The only muddle worth remark is in the wording 
and one picture on the page devoted to markets. 

The freshness that I hoped for has triumphantly blown in 

From the same stable has also come FIND YOUR WAY AROUND EAST GRJNSTEAD, a 
leaflet to guide visitors from the railway stations to the High Street: an uncluttered map, drawings of 
some main buildings, photographs of other attractions, and just enough words. Congratulations on both 
to Mr Kerr, his artist and any others involved. 

The Bluebell Railway itself has published a larger, more detailed, leaflet, DISCOVER EAST 
GRINSTEAD, 2013, including a map of the whole town centre, advertisements for attractions in the 
wider area and information on its own services. 

All three are free, from the Bluebell terminus, Public Library, and Town Council offices, East Court. 

EAST GRINSTEAD RESIDENTS' GUIDE, 2013-14: I understand that since I wrote about this new 
publication in Bulletin 110, but before that issue was published, a corrected version appeared, available 
without charge at selected outlets. 



S TAD TR UND GANG - THE NEW GERMAN VERSION OF OUR TOWN TRAIL 

reviewed by Knut Anton, a native speaker living in Germany who has visited this town 

The Town Trail - or Stadtrundgang - starts with a brief glimpse at East Grinstead's history, 
from its origins up to the eighteen-hundreds. The focus lies, for obvious reasons, on the architectural 
development of the town and the importance of its location between London and the South. The advent 
of the railway is mentioned as a reversal point in previous decline of travellers, but it is left to the 
visitor to find out why East Grinstead was chosen, as the establishing of several alternative routes to the 
South led to the aforementioned decline in the first place. 

The Town Trail's strong point is the chosen route as well as the buildings mentioned. Starting 
at St Swithun's church and ending at Middle Row, it provides the interested visitor with a tour of 
mainly the town's High Street and with it East Grinstead's most beautiful and impressive buildings. It 
needs to be mentioned that German towns normally do not have a High Street, as the concept is - as far 
as I know - as English as queuing or the Queen, but rather a central market square. 

Each of the 44 points of interest/buildings has a short but apt description. Examples of various 
architectural periods can be found, sometimes in all their splendour, sometimes hidden. Little and 
intricate details of almost every building are pointed out that, without the trail's help, might easily be 
overlooked. 

The German version of the Town Trail is professionally done and reads well. This is important, 
as there is a lot of information and there is nothing worse than having to plough through something 
dreadfully boring or clumsily written. Trust me, I read essays for a living. 

At the end of the trail one has 'a feel for the town', as we say in Germany, meaning you have an 
idea of the town and want to come back for more. All in all, one can say that the Town Trail has much 
in common with a good swimming costume: it is appealing, brief and covers all the essential parts! 

We are grateful to Herr Anton not only for this review but also for checking the translation. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS reviewed or noticed by M.J. Leppard 

SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS, vol.15 1 (2013) contains a full illustrated report, as 
required by planning permission for development, by Dylan Hopkinson of Archaeology South East on 
the site of the former Pottery at the junction of Park Road and Garland Road, investigated in 2010. It is 
regrettable that there were no legal requirements for such surveys when the Pottery was demolished in 
1971 to make way for an office block, and little voluntary recording beyond the photographs taken by 
Charles Goolden and now in the Town Museum together with the products he salvaged. Fortunately 
some documents and published accounts of the earlier history survive, and other objects, but forty years 
on my memory of a visit during demolition, discussed with Mr Hopkinson on site, was somewhat hazy. 
It is also regrettable that this is the first time such an opportunity has been taken in this town and that 
otherwise only test-pitting at the Museum site and a handful of watching briefs have occurred. Our 
Society must be vigilant in ensuring timely notification to the authorities of any developments with 
archaeological potential to complement the contrasting wealth of studies of timber-framed buildings 
and interpretations of historic documents of which East Grinstead can justly be proud, a tradition begun 
before our foundation and that we have joined and helped to foster. 

iI 
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The centenarians among us may perhaps have 
some memory of the outbreak and early days of the Great 
War, but it is unlikely that they have any recollection of 
the town before it. Fortunately, however, one result of our 
pioneering local history exhibition in 1972 was a booklet 
Reminiscences of East Grinstead, 1893-1914, edited by 
M.J. Leppard and published by our Society in 1973, a 
compilation of memories of seven contributors inspired by 
the exhibition or previously published in the Bulletin. It 
has long been out of print, and to republish it would not be 
practicable, but there are copies in the libraries and other 
repositories in this town and elsewhere, and secondhand 
ones can occasionally be found. Four decades on, its 
general interest is complemented by its value as a source 
for local history researchers. To assist them, therefore, 
and to give everyone else an idea of the contents, we print 
below indexes of the personal and place-names and the 
illustrations it contains. 

INDEX NO1'IENTJM 1,2,3,4,5,10,1 l,l2,13,ibc 
Hastie family 6 

Adderley R.H. ifc 
- Mr 11 

Beatson 14 Hills W.H. 10,14,ibc 

Bingham 13 Hobbs Jack 14 

Blakiston Rev. D.Y. 13 
Hughes E.P. Whitley 4,5 
 

Bradley Mr 5 
Hunt Mr 13 

Bridgland C.G. 3 -Rev. 13 

Brinkhurst 5 Johnson 5 

Collin Mrs A. ifc Jones Apsey 14 
 

Cooper 13 Lambert Mr 5 
Covey Dr 2 Larnach family 2 

De Bathe 4 LEPPARD G.E. 1,7,12 

De La Warr Lord 2 Leppard M.J. ifc,l 

DEMPSTER Mrs M.L. Maplesden 5 
1,2,4,5,6,7,8,9,11,12 MARGARY I.D. 1,2,6,8,9,obc 

DENDY Capt. R.J.R. Margary The Misses 2 
1,2,4,5,8,10,13,14 MARTINR.G. 1, 14 

Dixon 5 Matson Columban, Eulalie, 

Edinburgh Duke of 2 
Osmond, Rev. R.B., Ruth 3 

Musgrave family, Lady 10 

Friend 8 Norfolk Duke of 10 

Handford Rev. 13 Paice Mr 5  
HARRISON Rev. J. Paine Mr 4,5,13 

Payne Alf. 4 
- Mr 5 
Pennifold 5 
Peters T.P. ibc 

Rice 5 
Roberts Mrs 5 

Squire W.H. 14 
Steer E. ibc 
Stenning family 2,10 
- W.V.K. ibc 
Stewart Sir Ed., Lady Philippa 

10 

Thompson B.C. obc 
Thorp Col. A.H. 8 
- Miss Annie 14 
- The Misses 10 
- Rev. Jn 2 

Tooth Mr 5 

Wallis Dr P.E. 2 
Wilcox Cornwall 5 
Wood P.D. ifc 
WOODR.H. 1,3,11,12 

Young E.W. ibe 
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INDEX LOCORUM Forest Row 8,9,14 Placelands 6 
The Forge EG 5 Playfield 11,12 

Ashdown Forest 4 Portland Road 4,5 
Ashurst Wood 9 Glanfield Hotel 6 Post Office 6,10 
Australia 10 Glen Vue Road 6 

Godstone 9 Railway Approach, Hotel 6 
Baldwins Hill 4 Goods Station 10 - stations 10 
Beckenham 2 Rose & Crown 12 
Blindley Heath 9 Halsford 2 Rye 6 
Bournemouth 10 Hedgecourt [Lake] 4 
Brambletye 2,6 High Street 5,6,7,8,12 Sackville College, House 2 
- Castle 14 Horsham 14 St Leonard's Hospital 12 

Brighton 10,11 Hove 3 - Margaret's Convent 12 
- ,Hove & Sussex Grammar Hurst an Clays 10 - Mary's Church 12 

School ifc Ship Inn 7,12 
Brockhurst 6 Imberhorne Lane 9 - Street 4 
Buckhurst Way 2 Institute 6 Southover [a house] 2,6 
Burnt House Farm 14 Judges Terrace 2,8 Southwick House ifc 

Station Road 5 
Cantelupe Road 6 see also Kidds Hill 8 Swan, Forest Row 14 

Modem School King Street 9 Cemetery 11 Thomas's Barn 6 
Charters Towers 4 Lawn Tennis Club 11 Three Bridges 10 
Chartham Park 2 Lewes 10 Timber Yard 9,10 
Chichester High School 3 - Southover in 2 Tunbridge Wells 9,10 
- St George's Rectory ifc 

- Road EG 6 Turners Hill 9,10 
Church Lane 11,12 Lingfield Road playing field 4 
Clock Tower 6 London 10 Vicarage 11 
Clyde Cottage 6 - Road 5,6,9, 10 Wall Hill 14 College Lane 6 Luxfords 6 Wealden House 6 Copthorne 9 
Cottage Hospital 12 Manor House 6 Westminster School 3 

County Branch Library ifc Middle Row 5 Whitehall cinema, rooms 6,11 

Coverdale [a house] 2 Moat Pond 11 Wimbledon 11 

Cranston Road 12 - Road 6,9 Wiremill 4 

Crawley Down 10 Modern School, Cantelupe Road Woodcock Hill 5 

Croydon 7 3,5 Woodbury [a house] 6,9 

Cuttens 6 Mount Noddy Recreation Workhouse 12 

Ground 11,12 Worthing 3 
Devonport 2 

ILLUSTRATIONS 
Duke's Head, Copthorne 9 Newchapel 9 

(facing page given) 
North End 9 

Eastbourne 10 Fair Day, c.1900 7 

Felbridge 2,5,9, 10 
Oakhurst [sic] 6 
Oasted 6 

Grosvenor restaurant 10 

- bridge 5 Old Road 6,9 
High Street 1,7 

- Church 2,4,5,13 - Stone House 2 London Road 6 

- - Hall 13 - Surrey & Burstow Hunt 
Modern School, 1903 3 

- Hotel 5 Kennels 5 
vicarage fire 11 

-Place 14 Whitehall 10 

- School 4,12 Parish Church 3,5,13 Thc = inside back cover, ifc inside 
- Vicarage 5,13,14 Petersfield High School 3 front cover; obc outside back cover 


